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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 recites the limitation " the high-definition image" in first limitation, line 25. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The preamble 
discloses "high-definition" data, not high-definition image" data. 

3. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 28 would be allowable if rewritten to include all of the limitations of the 

base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 27 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato et al. U.S. Patent 5,475, 656A [Sato], and further in view of 
Guthery U.S. Patent 6,567,91 5B1 [Guthery] 
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3. 

4. As per Claims 1 and 1 1 : 

The recitation " A data managing apparatus, and or A data managing method", 
has not been given patentable weight because it has been held that a preamble is 
denied the effect of a limitation where the claim is drawn to a method, a system, an 
apparatus, etc. and the portion of the claim following the preamble is a self-contained 
description of the method or the system, etc., not depending for completeness upon the 
introductory clause. Kropa v. Robie, 88 USPQ 478 (CCPA 1951) 
5. 

Sato discloses a disk-in-card with a semiconductor memory area "A" as shown in 
Fig. 36. Sato further discloses that the semiconductor memory on the card can provide 
the security to use the card as a cash card and for information requiring secrecy. Col. 
27, lines 15-25. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that the semiconductor memory can be utilized to control 
the access to the disk and that it is programmable because as stated in the reference, it 
utilizes " a random number code and the like..." Col. 27, lines 19-20. Guthery teaches 
that it is known in the art to provide a connecting means for connecting the recording 
medium via a network to a server system on the Internet. Col. 4, lines 30-45. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the semiconductor memory of Sato with the connecting 
means for connecting the recording medium via a network to a server system on the 
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Internet, of Guthery, in order to reprogram the semiconductor memory to provide control 
and access to the disk as required. 

storage control means for storing changing data, related to the fixed data and 
read from said server system, in said first storage area in the first access method; Col. 
27, lines 15-30. and 

reading means for reading the fixed data corresponding to the changing data in 
the second access method from said second storage area. Fig. 19. 

As per claims 1 -5, and 12-15: 

The recitation " A data managing apparatus, and or A data managing method", 
has not been given patentable weight because it has been held that a preamble is 
denied the effect of a limitation where the claim is drawn to a method, a system, an 
apparatus, etc. and the portion of the claim following the preamble is a self-contained 
description of the method or the system, etc., not depending for completeness upon the 
introductory clause. Kropa v. Robie, 88 USPQ 478 (CCPA 1951) 

References Sato and Guthery does not expressly show that the data 
stored and used in the semiconductor memory and the disk is, " changing and fixed", 
retrieval and contents", " index and detailed", "compressed and uncompressed high- 
definition" and "thumbnail and high-definition". 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The storage control 
means and the reading means steps would be performed the same regardless of the 
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data. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the 
prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1 381 , 1 385, 217 USPQ 
401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowiy, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 
1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to store the, "changing and or retrieval and or index 
and or compressed and or thumbnail" data and read the " fixed, and or contents, and or 
detailed and or compressed and or high-definition" data, as per Claim 1 rejection, 
because such data does not functionally relate to the steps in the apparatus claimed 
and because the subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the 
claimed invention. 

As per claim 6: 

Sato further discloses: 

said storage control means further stores security information in the recording 
medium in said first storage area. Col. 27, lines 15-30. 

As per claim 7: 

Sato discloses the claimed invention except for the wherein the security 
information in the recording medium comprises a personal authentication code and 
information for inhibiting copying data stored in the recording medium. However Sato, 
as per Col. 27, lines 15-30, does teach about the use of a semiconductor memory to 
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ensure security and utilizing the programmable attributes of the semiconductor memory 
to expand the capabilities of the disk-in-card to be able to be used as a cash card. 

Guthery teaches that it is known in the art to provide wherein the security 
information in the recording medium comprises a personal authentication code and 
information for inhibiting copying data stored in the recording medium. Fig. 3, and Col. 
8, lines 65-67 - Col. 9, lines 1-67. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide for the security section of Sato, the wherein the security 
information in the recording medium comprises a personal authentication code and 
information for inhibiting copying data stored in the recording medium of Guthery, in 
order to restrict the unauthorized use of the disk portion of the card. 

As per claim 8: 

Sato further discloses: 

wherein said storage control means stores security information for the contents 
data in said first storage area. Col. 27, lines 15-30. 

As per claim 9: 

Sato does not expressly show wherein the security information for the contents 
data comprises information for inhibiting copying the contents stored in the recording 
medium. However, Sato does teach about utilizing the semiconductor memory to control 
actions and access to the information on the disk. Col. 27, lines 25-30. 
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Guthery teaches about programming an IC/ semiconductor memory to provide 
requirements to be met or actions/transaction are not authorized and prevented. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide security information for inhibiting copying 
the contents stored in the recording medium. 

As per claims 10 and 16: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein said first storage area comprises a static storage area and said second 
storage area comprises a dynamic storage area. Col. 27, lines 15-30. 

6. As per claims 17, 19, 26 and 30: 

The recitation, "A data reading apparatus, and An information managing system", 
has not been given patentable weight because it has been held that a preamble is 
denied the effect of a limitation where the claim is drawn to a method, a system, an 
apparatus, etc. and the portion of the claim following the preamble is a self-contained 
description of the method or the system, etc., not depending for completeness upon the 
introductory clause. Kropa v. Robie, 88 USPQ 478 (CCPA 1951) 

Sato and Guthery show reading, inhibiting, and permitting actions 
concerning data. Sato and Guthery do not expressly stipulate that the data is "free and 
pay contents. 
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However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The reading and 
inhibiting steps would be performed the same regardless of the data. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to read the free and pay contents, inhibit said reading 
means from reading the pay contents data and permit said reading means to read the 
pay contents because such data does not functionally relate to the steps in the method 
claimed and because the subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention. 

As per claim 18: 

Sato discloses a disk-in-card with a semiconductor memory area "A" as shown in 
Fig. 36. Sato further discloses that the semiconductor memory on the card can provide 
the security to use the card as a cash card and for information requiring secrecy. Col. 
27, lines 15-25. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that the semiconductor memory can be utilized to control 
the access to the disk and that it is programmable because as stated in the reference, it 
utilizes " a random number code and the like..." Col. 27, lines 19-20. Guthery teaches 
that it is known in the art to provide a connecting means for connecting the recording 
medium via a network to a server system on the Internet. Col. 4, lines 30-45. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the semiconductor memory of Sato with the connecting 
means for connecting the recording medium via a network to a server system on the 
Internet, of Guthery, in order to reprogram the semiconductor memory to provide control 
and access to the disk as required. 

As per claim 20: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein said inhibiting means is provided in said storage medium. Col. 27, 
Lines 15-30. 

As per claim 21: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein said inhibiting means is provided in said reader. Col. 27, lines 15-30. 
As per claim 22: 

wherein the recording medium comprises switching means for switching the free 
contents data to the pay contents data in accordance with the predetermined 
procedures. Col. 27, lines 15-30. 
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As per claim 23: 

Sato discloses a disk-in-card with a semiconductor memory area "A" as shown in 
Fig. 36. Sato further discloses that the semiconductor memory on the card can provide 
the security to use the card as a cash card and for information requiring secrecy. Col. 
27, lines 15-25. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that the semiconductor memory can be utilized to control 
the access to the disk and that it is programmable because as stated in the reference, it 
utilizes " a random number code and the like..." Col. 27, lines 19-20. Guthery teaches 
that it is known in the art to provide a connecting means for connecting the recording 
medium via a network to a server system on the Internet. Col. 4, lines 30-45. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the semiconductor memory of Sato with the connecting 
means for connecting the recording medium via a network to a server system on the 
Internet, of Guthery, in order to reprogram the semiconductor memory to provide control 
and access to the disk as required. 

As per claim 24: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein the recording medium further comprises an electronic storage area. 
Fig. 4, 140. 
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As per claim 25: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein said electronic storage area comprises said permitting means. 
Fig. 36, semiconductor memory area "A". 

As per claim 27: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein said inhibiting means is provided in said server system. Col. 7, 
Lines 15-30. 

As per claim 29: 
Sato further discloses: 

wherein said procedures comprise inputting authentication data from said reader 
to said server system. Col. 7, lines 15-30. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5539. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone 
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number'for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrievaf (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 



